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A first personal look at Ragnar Axelsson’s life’s work.

Now in its fourth edition, this book was originally published on
the occasion of the eponymous exhibition in 2021 and offers a
first personal look at Ragnar Axelsson’s life’s work. Following
Arctic Heroes (2020), Where the World is Melting is Ragnar Ax-
elsson’s second publication with Kehrer Verlag and includes,
among others, the well-known series Faces of the North, Glacier,
and Last Days of the Arctic as well as a previously unpublished
series. The eminent Icelandic photographer's themes are the
changes in the physical and traditional realities of the North.

From the introduction by Isabell Siben, Director Kunstfoyer,
Versicherungskammer Kulturstiftung Munich:

Icelander Ragnar Axelsson, one of the North’s most in-demand
photographers, has long been observing climate change with the
greatest concern. For more than 40 years, he has been document-
ing the dramatic changes to landscapes and habitats on the mar-
gins of the inhabitable world, travelling to the most remote and
isolated regions of the Arctic, to Inuit hunters in Northern Canada
and Greenland, to farmersand fishermen on Iceland and the Faroe
Islands, and to the Indigenous population in Northern Scandi-
navia and Siberia.

()

This book, published on the occasion of the eponymous exhibition
Where the World is Melting, offers a first personal look at Axels-
son’s life’s work, which self-evidently cannot be complete yet. For,
behind his photographs there lies the firm conviction that the
traditional culture of the Arctic population is not only in the pro-
cess of vanishing, but it is unable to withstand the destructive ef-
fects of such major forces as the economy and climate change. It

Please note:

These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews of
the books only. Print media: No more than THREE photographs
plus the coverimage from the selection can be used in total -
they are not to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media
may use a total of TWELVE images in a gallery.

is to these people, forced by climate change to adapt their cen-
turies-old lifestyle to changing conditions or even to abandon it,
that this book and exhibition are dedicated.

For over forty years, Icelandic photographer Ragnar Axelsson,
also known as RAX (b.1958), has been photographing the people,
animals,and landscape of the most remote regions of the Arctic.
In stark black-and-white images, he captures the elemental, hu-
man experience of nature at the edge of the liveable world,
making visible the extraordinary relationships between the
people of the Arctic and their extreme environment —relation-
ships now being altered in profound and complex ways by the
unprecedented changes in climate.

A photojournalist at Morgunbladid since 1976, Ragnar has also
worked on free-lance assignment in Latvia, Lithuania, Mozam-
bique, South Africa, China,and Ukraine.He has published seven
books in various international editions. Awards for his work in-
clude numerous Icelandic Photojournalist Awards; the Icelandic
Literary Prize for non-fiction; The Leica Oskar Barnack Award
(Honorable Mention); The Grand Prize, Photo de Mer, Vannes;
and Iceland’s highest honor, the Order of the Falcon, Knight’s
Cross.

Exhibitions

Ernst Leitz Museum, Wetzlar, Germany | 23.01.26 - 29.05.26
The Nordic Embassies, Berlin, Germany | 27.01.26-12.04.2026
Further venues to be confirmed.

For further details, press images, permissions and review
copies, please contact the publisher’s press office:
press@kehrerverlag.com
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01_Myrdalssandur, Iceland, 1996 02_Horse Rescue, Skardsheidi, Iceland, 199
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03_Farmer Gudjén Porsteinsson, Myrdalur, Iceland, 1995 04 _Jonas Madsen, Sandey, Faroe Islands, 1989
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o5_Mikide Kristiansen, Thule, Greenland, 1999 06_Masauna Kristiansen, Thule, Greenland, 1987
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o7_Glacier River, Highlands, Iceland, 2020 08_Kotlujokull Melting, Iceland, 2021
© Ragnar Axelsson © Ragnar Axelsson

09_Sermiligaq, Greenland, 1997 10_Halfdan Bjornsson, Kvisker, Iceland, 1968
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11_Aleksandr on the Tundra, Siberia, 2016 12_Nenet’s Camp Side, Siberia, 2016
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